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Moving Forward

In order to move forward it is imperative to recognize how a state once known for its road

building innovation is now recognized as having some of the worst roads in the nation. The

answer lies in decades of underfunding. When compared to other states, Michigan’s state and

local transportation funding has ranked 42nd or worse for nearly half a century. Quite simply,

our roads and bridges have not been a budgetary priority. Our crumbling roads and bridges are
the result of misplaced priorities!

Per Capita State & Local . . . . .
Expenditures We did not get into this fundmg. hc.>le overmght.
(Michigan’s Rank in the Nation) and although we need to stop digging, the solution
:.ea,th 5 84 P '12 13 may take time. However, data from the TAMC
Education 11 7 10 7 11 o revealing that Michigan has lost $7.8 billion in
Welfare 31 5 3 8 17 32

road asset value from 2004-2011 is evidence that
we must start solving the problem today.

Roads 43 44 42 44 49 a2

- Michigan has the 8™ largest public road system in the LS.

S 8. Com e In November 2008, the legislatively-approved and

gubernatorial appointed Transportation Funding

Task Force (TF2), after considerable research, recommended that the legislature double our cur-
rent level of investment in transportation (83 billion annually) with $1.65 billion alone needed
to maintain our roads and bridges at their current condition ratings. With inflation and in-
creased deterioration—a loss of $1 billion in asset value annually— the $3 billion needed in
2008, $1.65 for roads and bridges, is likely much higher today.

Former State Rep. Rick Olson (R-Washtenaw) led a House work group which studied transpor-
tation spending and investment needs during the 2011-2012 Legislative Session. In 2012, Rep.
Olson estimated the minimum annual funding increase needed just to meet our pavement pres-

ervation needs at $1.54 billion. This does not include any new funding for routine maintenance
including the maintenance of approximately 40,000 miles of gravel roads; local or state agency
equipment needs; traffic safety and capacity improvements; or transit.

In the fall of 2012, a Senate Transportation Task Force held a series of hearings with the goal of
determining the level of funding required to meet the short and long-term needs of Michigan’s
transportation infrastructure, and the funding sources and options available to raise this revenue.
Testimony from a variety of sources led the group to conclude that the need is likely greater to-
day than it was in 2008, when TF2 concluded that Michigan needed to double our current in-
vestment in transportation. While the Task Force members debated how much could be spent
on preserving roads and bridges annually without negatively impacting commerce, all parties
agreed that state and local road agencies could spend the additional $1.54 billion suggested by
Rep. Olson.

In 2011, Gov. Snyder showed bold leadership in his Special Message on Infrastructure by
acknowledging that we can no longer put off reinvesting in our deteriorating infrastructure.
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